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The recent demolition of the Frank Loomis 
Palmer house on Pequot Avenue to make 
room for an addition to the Bacon-Hinkley 
Home removed a landmark of the ofd Pequot 
Colony. It was our intention to write a 


brief history of that particular tract of 


land, but as searching went on; ‘so many 
interesting and even amusing by-ways ap- 
peared that we decided random notes would 
be of greater interest than would a for- 
mal piece. So now and then the Bulletin 
will present some phase of Life at the 
Pequot. 


Frank Loomis Palmer is memorialized in 
New London by the fund bequeathed in his 
name by his daughters, Virginia and Theo- 
dora. The generous provisions of this 
trust make possible much good work by 
social and other agencies which could not 
be financed by their own funds, or by 
their Community Chest allotments. (The 
Historical Society is a grateful recipi- 
ent of the Palmer Fund). 


By the time Mr. Palmer bought his house, 
the section bounded by Gardner, Glenwood 
and Montauk Avenues and the River had 
changed its character completely. From 
farms on the ''General Neck!' to an exclu- 
sive summer resort meant a total change 
of landscape. Most of the old boundary 
lines were measured from or marked by 
stone walls. Now there is hardly a stone 
wall to be seen in the whole area. What 
were pastures and crop lands are rolling 
lawns and privet hedges. 


side of Pequot Avenue are gone, as are the 
buttonwood trees that started and ended 
several property lines. A number of the 
"cottages'' of nine rooms or so still stand 
as year-round houses on Chapel Street and 
Hall Avenue. The removal of the Palmer 
House, and the burning of the Tyler house 
(Home Memorial Hospital) in 1944, leave 
only two of the big houses of the old Har- 
bour's Mouth Road in this block. These, 
both currently owned by Society members 
(Edmund C. Johnston and E. Gorton Rogers) 
will appear from time to time in these 
articles. 


The Palmer estate was composed of two 
separate holdings of land. One, bought 
from the heirs of George W. Gill of Wor- 
cester had 181' on Pequot Avenue and ran 
west 242'. In July of 1882 Mr. Palmer 

paid the Gill family $5400. for this plus 
the beach (131' deep) across the street. 
There is no mention of a house on the prop- 
erty. in 190] another larger property be- 
came available. This was the Edward S. 
Hall estate, with about 250' on Pequot, 

and running west 640' in the main plot, 
with an additional lot off the streets con- 
Siderably over an acre in extent, and a 
third which was the beach. The cost of 
this extensive plot was $22,500. complete 
with house, and apparently Mr. Hall had 
overextended himself, for Mr. Palmer bought 
it from the Savings Bank to whom it had 
fallen by the foreclosure of three mort- 


gages. 


Mr. Hall's original purchase in 1865 for 
$7500. was from Thomas Fitch of New Lon- 
don and Captain James Smith, then of Hon- 
olulu. It was a four and a half acre 
tract on both sides of Harbour Road, with 
the larger part (250 x 640') on the west 
and the smaller on the river side. There 
was a house on the property. The next 
year the Halls bought of the Harbour's 
Mouth Land Company contiguous land which 
was ''the south east corner of the farm 
bought from Noel B. Gardner'', This, rough- 
ly 150 x 350', was the second of the Hall 
pieces already mentioned and cost $804.69. 
These correspond to the pieces bought by 
Mr. Palmer from the Bank. 


Richard Wall in one of his fine articles 
for The Day says that Mr. Hall built his 
house in 1863, but this appears to be a 
typographical error. He would hardly 
have built it before he bought the prop- 
erty, and the close of the Civil War 
makes 1865 a more likely date. 


One cannot but wonder what the ''mansion 
houses'' on the east side of Pequot Avenue 
were like, because when the Hall property 
was bought, the house was on the east 
side of the road. It could have been a 
seventeenth or very early eighteenth cen- 
tury house since the lots on the General 
Neck were assigned early in the town's 
history. But the Halls, rich New Yorkers, 
naturally wanted the best and latest and 
so placed on their land to take advantage 
of the view a stylish house which in their 
eyes and in those of their contemporaries 
really deserved to be called a mansion. 
wmnLh PL. 
SOCIETY RECEIVES LOGAN DRAWING 


The New London Garden Club has presented 
to the Society a framed drawing of the 
Shaw Mansion by Robert Fulton Logan, dis- 
tinguished artist and former resident of 
New London. After Mr. Logan's sudden 
death in Boston last year, his widow, 
Rosamond Conant Logan, sent the drawing 
to the Garden Club. 


The artist has eliminated all extraneous 
detail and presented the Mansion boldly, 
stressing its size and the ruggedness of 
its granite construction. The nineteenth 
century verandah and the ivy that stretch- 
es over its walls are the only concessions 
made to the mellowing cae brought by 
the passing years. 


The Society expresses its thanks to the 
Garden Club for this gift, and acknow- 
ledges its debt to Mr. Logan, for many 
years a valued member. 


TOWN MILL REPAIRS 


After listening to a visitor from Rising 
sun, Maryland, express his shock and dis- 
appointment at the dilapidated state of 
our Old Town Mill, it is pleasant to re- 
port that things are happening at the site 
of New London's earliest industry. The 
City Council recently voted to repair the 
water wheel and place a high wire fence 
around the property. Much of the under- 
brush has been cleared away. The Council 
will continue its program of repairs as 
funds permit. 


The Electric Boat has volunteered to sup- 
ply a new shaft for the wheel. The Pfizer 
Company has raised the wheel and will sup- 
ply new bearings. Another local organiza- 
tion is soliciting contributions from its 
employees to buy materials to construct a 
flume. This wooden channel will carry the 
water from the mill stream to turn the 
wheel. School children have contributed 
their pennies. Carpenters have volunteered 
the work of their hands. 


By your gift to the city you can help to 
make possible a living museum that will 
kindle the visitor's imagination and open 
his eyes to an earlier chapter of our 
history. ) 
GIFT OF COSTUMES 


A sudden telephone call to the Mansion 
several weeks ago from three ladies who 
were clearing out their home resulted in 

a hurried trip to Stonington by the Chair- 
man of the House and Grounds Committee. 
She ran into a summer shower of gifts and 
brought back to the Society a number of 
mid-nineteenth century gowns, very lovely 
laces, mantles and shawls, and an old 
oriental rug. : 


The Society's thanks to Mrs. Knox, Mrs, 
Nuesse, and Mrs. Ford. Their thoughtful 
placement of these gifts with us is great- 
ly appreciated. Our permanent room hostes- 
ses will soon have a delightful choice of 
costume. --- Beatrice A. Maher. 


ACADIA SENDS A VISITOR 


A fair descendant of the ''New England 
planters!! who settled in Nova Scotia in 
1760 on land left vacant by the deported 
Acadians visited New London late in May. 
Miss Elizabeth Cogswell, chosen princess 
of the Nova Scotia Apple Blossom Festival, 
paid a ceremonial call at City Hall. Miss 
Cogswell claims direct descent from Con- 
necticut planters, naming the Cogswells 
and Websters as forbears. 


In May 1760, ships bearing nearly 200 
families from southern Connecticut, set 
sail from New London for Nova Scotia. 
Some four years earlier, in 1756, several 
hundred Acadians were set ashore in New 
England. The Connecticut Assembly appor- 
tioned twelve of these ''French neutrals'' 
to New London. It is said that many 
others afterward gathered here. 


During the 200th celebration of the Shaw 
Mansion in 1956, several New London resi- 
dents visited the Mansion, claiming de- 
scent from the Acadians who, it is be- 
lieved, built the house for Captain Na- 
thaniel Shaw, Sr., from the granite on 
which the house rests. 


EARLY IRON INDUSTRY 
SUBJECT OF LEAGUE MEETING 


Members of the Connecticut League of His- 
torical Societies will journey to the 
northwestern part of the state on Satur- 
day, August 13, to be guests of the Kent 
Historical Society. The meeting will pe 
held in the Kent Congregational Church. 
Two talks on Kent, past and present, will 
feature the afternoon session. Charles 
Rathbone, a recent Yale graduate and a 
teacher in the summer school there, will 
present a talk on early Kent. Mr. C. 
Kenneth Vincent will show colored slides 
on many of the smelting furnaces as they 
exist today, with comments on their 
structure. These talks should prove of 
specia! interest to New London Society 
members, for much of the iron used in the 
ordnance at Fort Trumbull and Fort Gris- 
wold during the Revolution was made in 
that area. 


The morning session will include discus- 

sions on the dynamic historical society, 

led by Dr. Robert J. Craig, League presi- 
dent, and Waverly P. Lewis, president of 

the Milford society. 


Members are requested to bring their own 
box lunches. Coffee and dessert will be 
served by the Kent society. 


Registration is at 10. The morning ses- 
sion will start at 10:30. 


CONNECTICUT RIVER CRUISE 


An excursion tour of the Connecticut River 
is scheduled for October |! under the aus- 
pices of the Connecticut River Watershed 
Council. The tour will start at Hartford 
and will make a round-trip south to Long 
Island Sound, The estimated time for the 
tour is ten hours. 


The purpose of this trip is to develop re- 
newed interest in the Connecticut River, 
to point out some of its advantages and 
problems, and to provide a means for a 
pleasant one-day tour of this historic and 
important New England river. 


The old ferries at Rocky Hill and East 
Haddam, the former thriving port of Middle- 
town with its custom house designed by 
Robert Mills, the noted Goodspeed Opera 
House now under restoration, these are 
among the many attractions to be seen. 


Details of the tour are available from 
Elmer R. Foster, Council Executive Direc- 
tor, Greenfield, Mass. 


THE FAIR SEASON 


The receipt of a Handbook of Connecticut 
Fairs for 1960 from the office of the 

State Commissioner of Agriculture provides 
a reminder of the glamor and excitement of 
these traditional community affairs. Be- 
tween now and mid-October forty-seven fairs 
are scheduled in all parts of the state, 


Shows of cattle and poultry, horse and dog 
shows, exhibits of all kinds, from handi- 
work to farm machinery, suppers, square 
dances and midway entertainment--all these 
add up to days and nights of interest, 

fun and excitement. 


Several of these Connecticut fairs are 100 
or more years old, Community minded citi- 
zens work long hours without menetary com- 
pensation to carry on the great tradition 
of the country fair. Theirs is no small 
job of planning and organization. Their 
reward is the satisfaction of having put 
on a good show. 


Come, you home makers, farmers, pleasure 
seekers! It's time to go to the fair. 


FAREWELL AND HAIL! 


Toward the end of May, Mrs. Sidney Holmes, 


the Society's resident custodian for the 
past eight years, submitted her resigna- 
tion for reasons of health. To say we 
were dismayed by this news is an under- 
statement. Mrs. Holmes made many friends 
for the Society by her graciousness and 
friendliness to visitors. She undertook 
many tasks beyond the call of duty. We 
extend our best wishes for health and 
happiness to Mr. and Mrs. Holmes. 

Mrs. Charles Menerey has assumed her post 
as Mrs. Holmes! successor. Mrs. Menerey 
and her family are now settled in their 


A letter dated 25 June from Mr. Russell-S. 
Dart of Middle Haddam, Conn., reads in 
part: ''This Bible has now come to rest i'n 
the possession of Mr. Joseph Dart, Jr., 
1800 Shroyer Road, Dayton 19, Ohio. Mr. 
Dart has been kind enough to forward to me 
a duplicate set of photostats of the gene- 
alogical pages of the Bible. I am sending 
herewith a set of these for your records.!! 


Thanks to Mr. Dart, these records are now 
available at the Shaw Mansion for the re- 
searcher. 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


13 August. Conn. League of Historical 
Societies Meeting at Kent 


20 September. Annual Meeting of the Society 


quarters at the Mansion, and Mrs. Menerey's 


housekeeping skill is making itself ap- 
parent. We welcome her and hope she wil! 
find her assignment a pleasant one. 


NOTE ON DART ay RECORDS 


The January 1959 issue of the piartertie 
Bulletin contained news of the Dart fam- 
ily record in an 18th century Bible found 
in the home of a Yonkers, N.Y. doctor. 


The Society publicized this find and 
assisted the owner in locating family 
descendants. 


From The New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 
1] Blinman Street 
New London, Connecticut 
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1 October. Connecticut River Cruise 


For Your Information 

The Society's telephone number is 
Gibson 3-1209 | 

The Mansion is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from ! to 4, 


Custodian in residence: 
Mrs. Charles Menerey 
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